L UAGU
DAILY, NEY

od

v FEB 26 1964

FOIAb3b

ge

and Yiet

State Dept. Shuffle |

Highlights Key Role

BY PETER LISAGOR
Our Washington Bureau Chief
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=7 jor shakeup in State Department
personnel handling American policy in South Viet Nam has
dramatized the unique role of Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodgé
in that embattled Southeast Asian country, |
Until now, at least, Lodge .
bas led a somewhat charmedi .
life and served as a lightning + Hi
rod for both the Kennedy and m
Johnson administrations.
His presence in Saigon has POst in 1961. Parily because

Mr. Kennedy had persuaded

] 1960 and a possible write-in

Isman to remain in govern- |
ent after Yale University had ||
offered him a high academic

Someone must have advised | .
,Rockefeller that Lodge, GOP

T N N . A ou i Preside Nyo-
vice presidential candidate n cDinﬁ aDg;l::tan dre:;];ngr oth;(:-'

" adviser, Ngo Dinh Nhu, which
' resulted jn the death of both
dential primary on March 10, :::]el;" ct:h:cglft :g‘b&‘;?;ﬁ?;g?:’:'
,m']g:t ;z:‘l;e (::ifse:se.Rockefcner ! policies. but.helped to inspire
telephoned Lodgé in Saigon to ; them with his reports from the

h \ scene.
explain that he was responding ' ; .
10 a reporter’s question and | Lodge was given this leeway
b T ! by the late President Kennedy,

’ | who appointed, him, precisely-
. #)because Mr. Kennedy wanted
' his new envoy to feel he was
1 & vital cog in the South Viet-
{ namese operation and not just
'} a political catspaw.

In the period before tie

i candidate of some proportions
in the New Hampshire presi-

‘often appeared to he the of his military experience as
‘equivalent of an “off limits” 8 West Point graduate and.a
sign to GOP politicians who  pucrrilla expert behind
would like nothing better than '
{0 zero in on President John- ;
son’s inherited woes in Viet '

Nam. Eastern post in 1963.

,Recently, Hilsman received'
other offers from univcrsilies}
and felt he ought. to discuss:
them with President Johnson.:
Time was running out on one.
- preferred offer, and last week!

the President told the State:
. Department official in an ami-:
', cable meeting to go ahead and
', accept it, ;
" But it is no secret that the'

THE CHANGES within the |
State Department involve the
departure of the assistant sec-
retary of state for Far Eastern
affairs, Roger Hilsman, for a
university teaching post. Until
recently, Hilsman had been a
key figure in the shaping of
U.S. policy toward South Viet
Nam. ,

A special task force has
been established to co-ordinate
the activity of all departments.
and agencies dealing with the||
U.S. - supported war against
Communist guerrillas seeking
to subvert the Saigon regime, :
Its chairman is William H.:
Sullivan, an assistant to the
‘undcrsecretary of state for po-l
litical affairs, W. Averell Har-.
riman. i
. Hilsman, a former director
of the State Department’s in-!
telligence and research bureau,
played a significant role in )
the U.S. response to Russia |
during the Cuban missile crisis ; 1 L
in 1962. He was one of the . ambassador didn’t agree with
late President Kennedy's chief-: administration. policy his “only,
advisers in that episode. . alternative is to resign and

T .come back and say what is
L wrong.” ‘ —

in Saigon. His relations with'
Lodge have been increasingly:
strained, according to reports. |

'

LODGE'S ROLE in Saigon;
also hds been a major source,
of frustration to Republican’
critics of the administration’s|
foreign policies. 1

Last'week, for example, New!

the alleged “mess” in South
Viet Nam asaying that if the

the*
: J‘ﬁpanese lines in Burma during. |
i World War 11, Hilsman was, |
’ - asked to take over the Far\:

ioutspoken and vigorous Hils- §
man had stepped on toes not’ k
only in the Pentagon but also’ 3

York Gov, Nelson Rockefcllcr} o
loosely identified Lodge withi ¢

x

., Those familiar with the de-
\ tails of the appointment, how-
. ever, say that lLodge was
-~ offered a ¢hoice of assignments,
. and prefetred Saigon because |
" he spoke French and because,
* *as a reserve major general, he'.
had made a special study of
the Vietnamese military probe
lem.’ o
FROM THE DAY he went
" to Saigon, which was ahead of
schedule ‘because of a grow-
: . ing crisis in the political sit- '
uation within the Diem regime,
Lodge has becn far more than
just another dutiful ambas-
“sador, ‘
Some officials concerned
» + with the problems of Southeast :
~ ‘1 , A/ Asia have felt, on occasion,
- #uil (that Lodge was exceeding his !
ER HILSMAN WM. SULLIVAN f mandate. But their mild pro-;
ended no specific criticism | (€5t went unheeded because_ if
the ambassador - "'Lodge felt that he was a kind"
: ; : » of political hostage to'the ad- |
FHE FACT is that Lodge - ministration, the administration -
hi} played a crucial role in‘}' knew that he could quit and :
UIB. policy ever since he took j blow the whistle on it any time .
uplhis assignmerit last summer. | he chose. ' . )
Alpording to a reliable account’ . According to Johnson ad--
f]the record, he has acceded| ministration sources, Lodge is .
of| or 'initiated, almost- every: still “cailing the shots” in Sai-
mijve made in the American-/" gon, = = = e TR
bked military action against =~
thy Communist Viet Cong

Ambassador Henry -Cabot
Lodge confers with the lat-
est Vietnamese leader,
Nguyen Khanh, (AP)

iy |
(&)

o

T 5.
. P T

Vo

Sanitized - Approved For Rele

ase : CIA-RDP75-00001R000300280021-2



